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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church stands on the west s i d e  d f  North 
-Third S t ree t  i n  dormtown~Richmond. It i s . a  l a rge  Victorian Gothic building 

two-story towers flanking a cexit-ral gable. . . . . .  . . 

Excell.mt Good Foi. 0abriomt.d O Ruins Unerpes.d 
CONDITION 

. . .  
A s  o r ig ina l ly  b u i l t  around 1857, t h e l u i l d i n g  was entered a t  ground-floor 
leve l  through a c e n t r a l  door under a t a l l  1ancet.window. When t h e  ex te r ior  
was remodeled in 1875, the  entrance was placed a t  sanctuary ( f i r s t - f l oo r )  
l eve l  by closing up t h e  lower portion of the lance t  window, cu t t ing  two 
new doorways in to  the facade, and building s teps  up t o  the  new entrances 
with a porch roof over the landing. . 

. . . . .  

When these changes were made, a pressed-brick facade and much new de ta i l ing  
was added. The present gable cornice of the church cons is t s  of a guil loche 
band over s ty l i zed  machicolations. The gable i s  crowned by an elaborate 
f i n i a l .  Its truncated lancet  window has qua t re fo i l s  i n  i t s  geometric 
t racery which i s  separated from the  diamond panes of colored g l a s s  i n  the 
lower portion by a wooden spandrel with square recessed panels. 

. ~ (Check On.) - .  . 
O Movrd ,y&6.igina1 sit* - . 

The towers have a r t i cu l a t ed  corner piers ,  a d e n t i l  cornice, and low pedi- 
mented cross gables, Two t i e r s  of lancet  windows pierce t he  open s ides  of 
each tower. These fea ture  qua t re fo i l s  and diamond panes of colored glass  
s imilar  t o  those in the  gable window, but  the  wooden spandrel of the  lower 
window i n  each p a i r  has lancet-shaped, ra ther  than square, recessed panels. 
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The church's sanctuary was a l so  redecorated i n  1875. It is a very p la in  I C room whose pr incipal  ernbellis'ment is the full-height, two-centered arch n 
which frames the organ pipes a t  the a l t e r  end. The molded spandrels of t h i  + 
arch are  each decorated with a boss, and the pipes a r e  lit from behind by - 
a t r iangular  window i n  the gab le  end wall. 0 

A gal lery extends around three s ides  of the room, i t s  balustrade consist ing 
of an arcade of diminutive lancet  arches similar to  t h a t  of the  a l t e r  r a i l .  
Recessed panels face the lo.wer portion of the ga l le ry  which i s  supported on 
Doric columrrs. A pressed-metal ce i l ing ,  a pa i r  of qua t re fo i l  windows - 
flanking the a l t a r  area,  and syrmnetrically molded door trim with bull 's-eye 
blocks complete the decoratian-of the room-whichalso xe t a ins  i t s  nine- 
teenth-century s l i p  pews. - - 

- 

. . 

. . .  . . . . . . . . . .  - ~" .. . <  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
-..Most o f .  the. r e s t  of the  building, consist ing of numerous small s s rv ice  r o h z  

and a fellowship h a l l  below the sanctuary, has b e e n  a l te red .  ' Thz only ear l )  
ornament i n  these rooms i s  the synrmetrically molded door t r im .  
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S T A T E M E N T  OF S I G N I N C A N C E  

The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church was b u i l t  around 1857 t o  
house one of the  f i r s t  congregations i n  Virginia t o  jo in  the  African 
Methodist Episcopal denomination. It was i n  t h i s  simple ante-bellum 
Gothic bui lding t h a t  the  Virginia  Conference of the  African Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized in 1867, a move tha t  symbolized the  ascen- 
dancy of Southern Negroes immediately a f t e r  the  War Between the S ta tes .  

The African Methodist Episcopal denomination or iginated i n  Philadelphia 
i n  1784, when Richard Allen, a .black Methodist, became d i s s a t i s f i e d  with 
t he  church and l e f t  t o  form h i s  own. In 1816 he organized the  f i r s t  
conference of A.M.E. churches, again a t  Philadelphia. 

Black Methodists i n  the  South could not as' e a s i l y  forsake the  supervision 
of the white Methodist church. However, there were a l l -black congrega- 
t i ons  under white control  within the  Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
and the  Bethel-group was one. I t .  was gathered i n  the  o l d  T r in i t y  Methodist 
Church i n  ~ i c & & n d  and met there  u n t i l  the  present Third S t r ee t  building 
was erected f o r  the  congregation and its white pastor. . . .  

.. , . . .~ - The denominatior. and thecongregat ion prospered, and.in.1875.the ex te r io r  , - 
. . - . of. the present .church was remodeled with a stairway b u i l t  t o  the  new . .. . ... 

entrance a t  the sanctuary l e v e l  and the ~ r e s s e d - b r i c k  facade added. 
. . 

LLI 

111 
I n  1863, the  black Methodists of St. ~ o h n ' s  Chapel i n  Norfolk broke away 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and a f f i l i a t e d  themselves with 
the  Baltimore Conference of the A.M.E. Church. A t  the  urging of the  
Norfolk church, a conference was convened a t  the  Bethel Church i n  Richmond 
on May 10, 1867, and there  the  Virginia Conference under Bishop Alexander 
Washington mayman was s e t  up. . -- -- 

. . 
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112. STATE L~AWON OFF~CER C ~ R T I F I C A T I ~  NATIONAL REGISTER VERFICAT~N 

( 

As  the des ignated  S t a t e  Liaison Off icer  for t h e  Na- 

t ional  His tor ic  P re se rva t i on  A c t  of 1966 (Pub l i c  l a w  

89465). I hereby nominate t h i s  pmperty for inc lus ion  

i n  t h e  Nat ional  Regis ter  and certify tha t  i t  h a s  been  

evalua ted  accordins t o  t h e  c-iteria a i d  procecbres s e t  

h r t h  by the  Nat ional  Park Servtce. T h e  recommend& 
l e&t  of s igni f icance  of t h i s  nomination is: 

. . a a t i o n a l  0 Sta t e  a. L o c a l  
. .  ~ 

B u t t s ,  I. L. H i s to ry  o f  African Methodism i n  Virg in ia .  1908. 

&rner ,  Wesley Arnet t .  Norfolk Church.li.s F i r s t  i n  Vi rg in i a .  1968. 

I hereby cert lfy tha t  t h i s  property is included in the 

Natt-1 R e g ~ t e r  
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